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CHILDREN’S COURT — SUNDAY BAIL MATTERS 

Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [12.09 pm]: I wish to inform the house that as of 
23 September 2018, children will no longer have to sit in the police lock-up for a day or more while they  
await bail consideration. a couple of months ago, the district police superintendent for the Kimberley,  
Superintendent Allan Adams, advised the Minister for Police that children who were arrested on a Saturday 
afternoon or Sunday were being detained alongside adults in regional police stations. Minister Roberts raised this 
matter with me and I am pleased to advise that I have worked with the courts and the Department of Justice to find 
an appropriate solution. The Children’s Court of Western Australia does not sit on a Sunday. Therefore, until 
recently, children arrested on a Saturday afternoon or later on a weekend had to wait until Monday to be brought 
before a magistrate. On 28 August 2018, the executive council approved appointments for acting magistrates of 
the Northbridge Magistrates Court to be a Magistrate of the Children’s Court of Western Australia. These 
very experienced magistrates, all who have worked extensively in regional areas, have also presided over 
Children’s Court matters in their judicial careers. 

On 5 September 2018, the President of the Children’s Court of Western Australia issued “Practice Direction 2 of 
2018—Sunday Bail Matters”. Commencing on Sunday, 23 September 2018, the practice direction provided for 
acting magistrates sitting at the Northbridge Magistrates Court to hear and consider the matter of bail for a young 
person who has been detained, at either Banksia Hill Detention Centre or a regional police lock-up, after the cut-off 
time for Perth Children’s Court Saturday Court. During the six weeks of operation between 23 September and 
28 October 2018, the acting magistrates have considered between one and five cases per list. The local police, 
youth justice officers, Department of Communities officers, lawyers, local communities and families have been 
encouraged to work together to develop bail plans that operate outside of the usual business hours to ensure young 
persons are not remanded in detention unnecessarily. This operation is therefore meeting the objective of not 
unnecessarily remanding young persons in detention. 
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